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Virginia Dangerous Animals Initiative (DAI)  
Regulation and Policy Background 

Draft prepared by the UVA Institute for Environmental Negotiation (IEN)  
October 1, 2012 

 
This is a draft of background information and federal, state and local regulations and policies regarding potentially 

dangerous and exotic animals.  Please send any questions, comments or suggestion to this document to IEN at: 
animals@virginia.edu. For more information, please see the website: www.virginiaanimals.net.  

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This document contains overview information on current legislation and regulations at the federal, state and local 
level around potentially dangerous animals in Virginia. It also briefly describes the 2011 proposed legislation at the 
state level in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Potential stakeholder groups are listed as well as potential areas of 
agreement and disagreement or concern, summarized from public comments that were submitted to proposed 2011 
legislation concerning exotic animals. Examples of regulations from Ohio, California and Georgia are also explored. 
Overall, this document is designed to work as a ‘fast facts’ sheet with links to resources that contain significantly 
more information on the topic.  Please send any comments or changes to the contact information above. 
 
Issue Background 
 
In 2011, an Ohio resident released his collection of over 50 big cats, primates and other dangerous and exotic 
animals.  Local law enforcement officers eradicated the animals for public safety reasons.  This incident received 
nationwide coverage and drew attention to state regulations of the possession of dangerous animals.  After this 
situation, Virginia began to examine the adequacy of animal ownership regulations and their emergency response 
systems to dangerous animal emergencies.  Virginia does have regulations around dangerous animals that do not 
allow individuals to have these animals as pets; however, some national groups have wanted to see an increase in 
regulations around dangerous and exotic animals across the United States.   
 
The Governor requested that DGIF examine current regulations and policies around dangerous and exotic animals 
and assess the needs for increased restrictions.  Several interested groups met on two occasions, November 30, 2011 
and January 5, 2012 to explore topics around dangerous animals in Virginia, including examining existing 
regulations.  During this time, Delegate Peace introduced HB 1242 that called for a gradual ban of dangerous animal 
ownership in the Virginia House of Delegates, and Senator Lucas introduced similar legislation in the Virginia 
Senate.  During the public input process around the proposed legislation, many stakeholders responded to the 
proposed legislation with a variety of issues and concerns related to dangerous and exotic animal ownership, with a 
number of comments against the proposed legislation.  Delegate Peace agreed to carry over the legislation to the 
next session in order to accommodate feedback from the many stakeholders in this issue -- the bill remains in 
consideration in the House Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources Committee. 
 
On May 10,th 2012, DGIF hosted a meeting of government stakeholders and the UVA Institute for Environmental 
Negotiation (IEN) to discuss ways to engage stakeholders in a consensus process to develop potential 
recommendations around policies and regulations governing dangerous and exotic animals. DGIF contracted with 
the UVA Institute for Environmental Negotiation (IEN) to facilitate a process for engaging stakeholders and 
collaboratively developing recommendations around this issue.    
 
IEN conducted a series of interviews regarding the issue in the summer of 2012 to help inform the process and 
identify issues.  In the fall 2012, DGIF and the Coordinating Team will convene, and IEN will facilitate, a 
Workgroup of stakeholders to identify key issues, generate ideas and build consensus around recommendations 
around public safety and potentially dangerous animals. This phase could also involve broader public meetings, 
surveys, webinars, social media, and other methods for engaging a diverse stakeholder group and providing 
opportunities for greater input to the Workgroup.  Finally, IEN will draft a report explaining Workgroup 
recommendations and highlighting areas of agreement as well as any remaining differences. 
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CURRENT AGENCIES AND THEIR ROLES REGARDING DANGEROUS AND EXOTIC ANIMALS 
 
Agency Primary Mandate Types of 

Animals 
Regulatory 
Role 

Notes Links 

VDACS 
 
(Virginia 
Dept. of 
Agriculture 
and 
Consumer 
Services) 

Livestock and 
Poultry Health, 
Comprehensive 
Animal Care Laws 

Companion 
animals, 
agricultural 
animals. 

Can limit 
animal/animal 
product 
importation; 
impose 
quarantines in 
response to 
specific 
threats. Cannot 
prohibit 
general 
ownership or 
importation. 
Sets 
companion 
animal 
regulations. 

Code of Virginia Definition 
for “Companion animal” 
means any domestic or feral 
dog, domestic or feral cat, 
nonhuman primate, guinea 
pig, hamster, rabbit not raised 
for human food or fiber, 
exotic or native animal, 
reptile, exotic or native bird, 
or any feral animal or any 
animal under the care, 
custody, or ownership of a 
person or any animal that is 
bought, sold, traded, or 
bartered by any person. 
Agricultural animals, game 
species, or any animals 
regulated under federal law 
as research animals shall not 
be considered companion 
animals for the purposes of 
this chapter. 

http://www.
vdacs.virgini
a.gov/animal
s/vetservices
.shtml 

DGIF 
 
(Virginia 
Dept. of 
Game and 
Inland 
Fisheries) 

Focuses on the 
impact of 
"predatory and 
undesirable" 
species form a 
wildlife 
perspective. This 
includes: 
possession of 
wildlife and wild 
animals, exhibiting 
wild animals, 
defining predatory 
and undesirable 
animals, exotic pet 
permitting and 
threatened and 
endangered 
species. 

All exotic 
pets, 
wildlife or 
wild 
animals, 
predatory 
and 
undesirable 
animals, 
threatened 
and 
endangered 
species, 
game 
animals. 

Regulates 
ownership of 
all native 
wildlife and 
certain other 
listed non-
native species 
based on 
permitting for 
exhibitors and 
educators. 

  http://www.
dgif.virginia.
gov/ 
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Agency Primary Mandate Types of 
Animals 

Regulatory 
Role 

Notes Links 

USDA 
APHIS 
 
(US Dept. 
of 
Agriculture 
Animal and 
Plant 
Health 
Inspection 
Service) 

Protect and 
promote national 
agricultural health, 
regulate genetically 
engineered 
organisms, 
administer Animal 
Welfare Act 
(AWA) and carry 
out wildlife 
management 
activities. 

Mammals, 
rats, mice 
and birds, 
horses used 
in 
biomedical 
research. 

Regulates 
exhibitors, 
commercial 
transporters, 
research and 
teaching 
activities and 
breeders and 
animal dealers. 
AWA lists 
certain 
requirements 
specific to 
dangerous 
animals. 

Does NOT regulate reptiles 
and most birds. 
USDA APHIS has three 
distinct branches that have 
unique missions. Animal 
Care determines, implements 
and assures compliance with 
animal welfare standards. 
Veterinary Services works to 
protect and improve animal 
health, quality and 
marketability by prevention, 
control and elimination of 
conditions that damage those 
qualities. 
Wildlife Services seek to 
resolve wildlife conflicts that 
allow people and wildlife to 
coexist. 

http://www.a
phis.usda.go
v/about_aphi
s/ 
http://www.a
phis.usda.go
v/animal_we
lfare/index.s
html 
 
http://www.a
phis.usda.go
v/animal_he
alth/ 
http://www.a
phis.usda.go
v/wildlife_d
amage/ 

USFWS 
 
(US Fish 
and 
Wildlife 
Service) 

Focuses on 
endangered species 
and migratory 
birds. 

Endangered 
species, 
migratory 
birds. 

Issues permits 
for legitimate 
wildlife related 
activities. 
Permitting 
programs 
include: 
international 
affairs, 
endangered 
species, law 
enforcement, 
migratory 
birds. Sets 
importation 
requirements 
for wildlife, 
including strict 
regulations on 
endangered/thr
eatened 
species. 

Leads a fairly limited role 
when dealing with dangerous 
and exotic animals. 
 
Injurious Wildlife Listing has 
the authority to list wildlife 
as injurious under the Lacey 
Act.  

http://www.f
ws.gov/ 
 
Fact sheet 
about 
Injurious 
Wildlife: 
http://www.f
ws.gov/injur
iouswildlife/
pdf_files/Inj
urious_Wildl
ife_Fact_She
et_July_201
2.pdf 
 
http://www.f
ws.gov/injur
iouswildlife/ 

VDH 
 
(VA Dept. 
of Health) 

Public health and 
safety. 

Deals 
mostly with 
animals that 
can transmit 
infectious 
diseases to 
humans. 

    http://www.
vdh.virginia.
gov/epidemi
ology/dee/ 

Localities Localities can 
make own 
regulations 
regarding keeping 
of animals or fowl. 

     See page 8 of this document. http://www.
municode.co
m/Library/V
A 
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CURRENT LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS 

Federal 
Animal Welfare Act (7 US Code §54) CHAPTER 54 - TRANSPORTATION, SALE, AND HANDLING OF 
CERTAIN ANIMALS 
While not specific to dangerous animals, this law does cover many relevant issues for such species. This law 
outlines federal policy for licensing dealers and exhibitors of animals and sets standards for such licensing. The law 
also requires research facilities, intermediate handlers, carriers and exhibitors to keep accurate records of all animals 
that shall be made available for inspection. Regulations for humane treatment of the animals are also set during 
handling, care, treatment and transportation of all animals. Licensed facilities are required to comply with a number 
of standards including adequate training for staff members. The law also describes inspection standards, penalties 
for failure to comply with regulations, importation of some animals and protection of pets. The legislation is fairly 
vague and focuses mostly on animal welfare. Regarding public safety, the legislation requires licensees demonstrate 
experience and knowledge of the species they maintain. Additionally, public exhibition of animals must be done in a 
manner that minimizes risk to the public and the animal including sufficient distance and barriers between animals 
and the public, direct control over the animal by an experienced handler and an identifiable attendant must be 
present at all times during public contact. 
The legislation can be found here: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_welfare/ 
	  
Animal Importation Laws and Regulations (42 US Code §264) 
The Center for Disease Control is responsible for managing the importation of animals into the United States. 
Deriving authority under the Commerce Clause of the Constitution, animal importation is regulated under section 
351 of the Public Health Service Act (42 US Code §264). CDC is tasked with carrying out these regulations. The 
CDC can detain and medically examine persons and animals that are suspected of carrying communicable diseases. 
Different diseases and animals have unique regulations.  
More information can be found here: http://www.cdc.gov/animalimportation/LawsRegulations.html 
 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service also manages the importation of animals into the country with the help of the US 
Customs Service. Their role focuses on the protection of animals, especially endangered species. Injurious Wildlife 
Listing has the authority to list wildlife as injurious under the Lacey Act. Tariffs and fees, laws concerning game 
meat and animals, endangered species regulations, quarantines and required paperwork for importation are briefly 
overviewed in a publication available here: 
http://www.cbp.gov/ImageCache/cgov/content/publications/pets_2epdf/v1/pets.pdf;  
http://www.fws.gov/injuriouswildlife/ 
 
USDA APHIS Animal Exhibitor Regulations Factsheet 
This factsheet offers a brief overview of laws, regulations and safety measures for animal exhibitors. Note that it 
stresses that public exhibition of potentially dangerous animals requires their direct control by an experienced 
animal trainer. The PDF document can be found here: 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_welfare/content/printable_version/fs_awexhibitr.pdf 
 
Captive Wildlife Safety Act 
This act created policies by which the USFWS regulates big cats in captivity. It curtails the ability of owners to 
transport these creatures across state lines. Only exempt entities can move big cats across state lines. Violators face 
significant fines and potential incarceration. Additional information can be found here: 
http://www.fws.gov/le/CaptiveWildlifeSafetyAct.htm 
 
State 
 
The Code of Virginia states under sections 29.1-103 and 29.1-521 that possession, unlawful taking, importation, 
exportation, sale, purchase or liberation within the Commonwealth of any wild animal is illegal unless specifically 
permitted by law or regulation. Exotic (non-native) animals require a special permit to import, possess or sell exotic 
animals. The regulations list a number of exotics requiring a permit by order, family, genus and species. A brief 
overview of these regulations and the listing of animals requiring a permit can be found here: 
http://www.bornfreeusa.org/b4a2_exotic_animals_state.php?s=va 
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A number of other regulations exist as part of the Code of Virginia and Virginia’s regulations. 4VAC 15 of the 
Regulations defines exotic animals, sets permitting fees, powers of authorities and duties  in permitting, possession, 
importation and sale of wild animals including predatory, undesirable animals and birds, exhibiting wild animals, 
and disease prevention and eradication. Further regulations include 2VAC 5-140 which outlines health requirements 
governing animals, livestock, poultry and other animals or birds and defines companion animals and monkeys. The 
Code of Virginia sections 18.2-313 and -313.2 set regulations for snake handling and the introduction of snakehead 
fish and zebra mussels. Title 3.2 of the Code of Virginia gives the State Veterinarian the authority to limit animals 
and animal product importation and impose quarantines in response to specific threats to animal health in Virginia 
and only for defined durations. The State Veterinarian does not have the authority to generally prohibit importation 
or ownership of any certain class of animal. Title 3.2-6544 gives authority to localities to create ordinances covering 
animals and fowl, which can include limiting or prohibiting the ownership of animals. 
 
Localities 
 
A number of localities throughout the Commonwealth have ordinances and regulations prohibiting or limiting 
ownership of exotic animals. Local ordinances can also be found at this website: http://www.municode.com/.  
Selected local ordinances can be found starting on page 8 of this document. 
 
PROPOSED STATE REGULATIONS 

Bill from Delegate Peace (HB 1242) 
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?121+sum+HB1242 
Summary: The bill makes it a class 1 misdemeanor to privately possess, sell, transfer, or breed dangerous wild 
animals, which are identified by taxonomic classification. The bill would grandfather in the ownership of any 
existing lawful dangerous wild animals; however, the owner of such animals is required to meet certain conditions 
in order to maintain possession of the animals. The bill limits the possession of dangerous wild animals to certain 
types of entities and facilities. The legislation sets out the procedures to be followed in the impoundment and 
forfeiture of dangerous wild animals. 
Last update: 2/1/12 Continued to 2013 session in Agriculture, .Chesapeake and Natural Resources committee. 

Bill from Senator Lucas (SB477) 
http://lis.virginia.gov/121/sum/SB477.HTM 
Summary: The bill makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor to privately possess, sell, transfer or breed dangerous wild 
animals. The bill would grandfather in the ownership of any existing lawful exotic animals; however, the owner of 
such animals is required to meet certain conditions in order to maintain possession of the animals. The bill limits the 
possession of dangerous wild animals to facilities accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and bona 
fide sanctuaries. The legislation describes procedures to be followed in the seizure and care of dangerous wild 
animals. 
Last update: 2/9/12 continued to 2013 in Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources. 

Significant Differences 
HB1242 is much more general in defining dangerous wild animals. Larger orders and classes make the list, whereas 
SB477 lists many more specific species within families (such as wolves and large cats). While these are slight 
differences in species designation, it could mean a world of difference to animal owners. The only other significant 
difference is the definition of facilities exempt from this legislation. HB1242 requires certain accreditations or 
permits for all facilities while SB477 is much more vague. SB477 defines wildlife sanctuaries but does not require 
third party accreditation as part of the definition. 
 
ACTIONS IN OTHER STATES 

Ohio (http://ohiodnr.com/tabid/23387/WildAnimals.aspx) 

In response to the Muskingum County incident, Governor Kasich of Ohio issued an Executive Order instructing 
state agencies to use existing but underused legal powers in innovative ways to address threats to animal welfare and 
public health and safety. This effort also included ways to use these laws to better support local enforcement efforts.  
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• Legislation included an act that allows Humane Societies broad authority (including arrest authority) to 
enforce Ohio’s animal welfare laws. Ohio has started working with state and county humane societies to 
better use these existing powers. 

• The Ohio Department of Health has broad authority to protect public health and safety. This has been 
applied to dangerous wild animals and the department will now work to identify potential risks and 
enforcement that can defend against such risk. 

• Ohio’s Department of Natural Resources has reviewed all existing native wild animal permits, including 
on-site inspection.  

• The Ohio Department of agriculture has worked to impose temporary moratoriums on auction houses that 
sell dangerous wild animals. This includes shutting down unlicensed auctions with the cooperation of the 
USDA, local law enforcement, veterinarians and humane societies. 

• Ohio has identified locations (such as zoos) to identify safe and appropriate locations to house confiscated 
or impounded dangerous wild animals. 

• Ohio established a toll-free hotline and website and is working with local law enforcement, veterinarians, 
humane societies and other stakeholders to identify potential problem locations. 

• A task force was formed to deliver a new legal framework for the General Assembly to give Ohio the 
authority to regulate dangerous wild animals. This report was submitted on November 30, 2011. 

o The task force consisted of a variety of stakeholders including, the Ohio Farm Bureau, zoological, 
sportsmen, animal owners and veterinary associations, attorneys, and USDA APHIS. The group 
met seven times. 

o The recommendations included: 
§ The end of casual ownership of dangerous animals by January 1, 2014. 
§ Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) will be the lead agency for promulgating rules 

and standards of care, confinement and security as well as developing a permitting 
process. 

§ Enforcement authority should be under ODA with a clear support role defined for other 
government entities such as local humane societies, local and state law enforcement. The 
Ohio Department of Health should maintain and share access to a dangerous wild animals 
inventory database. 

California (http://www.bornfreeusa.org/b4a2_exotic_animals_state.php?s=ca#671 & 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/nongame/nuis_exo/ ) 

California’s Code of Regulations Title 14 Section 671 restricts the ownership of wild animals by species in a similar 
fashion to the proposed Virginia Bills. Private ownership of certain species is illegal unless in permitted and 
inspected facilities. The law also has significant animal welfare requirements including age and containment 
specifications based upon species, food, disinfection of enclosures, pest control and transportation. The legislation is 
enforced by the California Department of Fish and Game. 

Georgia (http://www.agr.georgia.gov/animalprotection.aspx & http://www.georgiawildlife.org/node/1202 & 
http://www.bornfreeusa.org/b4a2_exotic_animals_state.php?s=ga#27-5-4) 

Georgia requires Animal Protection Section licenses from the Georgia Department of Agriculture. These licenses are 
required for pet dealers, animal shelters, rescue and humane organizations and any organization that houses animals 
(including exotic animals). As part of the license, health standards and inspections are required. Regulations 
specifically for exotic animals are controlled through the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. Georgia’s DNR 
lists a large number of species that cannot be held as pets. In order to house a wild animal, a license is required and 
may only be issued to animal wholesale retailers or exhibitors or for educational or scientific purposes. Restrictions 
exist defining what constitutes an exhibitor (animals accessible to public for at least 30 hours a week) but does not 
require third party accreditation. 

The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries is investigating dangerous and exotic animal laws and 
regulations in Texas (http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/business/permits/) and Florida 
(http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/exotic-information/). Pertinent information from that research will be 
added to this working document as it becomes available. 
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USEFUL RESOURCES 
 
USDA Federal Laws Links 
http://awic.nal.usda.gov/government-and-professional-resources/federal-laws 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_welfare/index.shtml 
 
Association of Zoos & Aquariums Accreditation Standards 
http://www.aza.org/Accreditation/ 
 
Zoological Association of America Accreditation Standards 
http://zaa.org/accreditation/accreditation  
 
Local Ordinance and Regulations 
 
Accomack – Ordinance Chapter 10-2c The keeping of poisonous animals is prohibited. Any poisonous animal being 
kept in violation of this section shall be confiscated and destroyed by the animal warden. 
 
Alexandria – Title 5, Chapter 6, Section 33 of the Code of Alexandria places limits on animal ownership; namely, 
exotic or poisonous animals are prohibited from running at large. Violators are liable for a fee. 
 
Altavista – Ordinance Chapter 18, Article II, Division 1, Section 88 disallows owners of exotic or poisonous 
animals from letting the animals run at large. 
 
Arlington -  Ordinance Chapter 2, Section 2-18 & 2-19 prohibit county residents from owning any poisonous reptile 
(defined as any reptile, including snakes, which is venomous).  The prohibition does not apply to zoological or 
educational exhibitions, circuses, wildlife rehabilitators, scientific researchers, animals shelters or veterinary clinics 
which are properly permitted by the Federal Government or the State of Virginia.  Poisonous reptiles that are kept 
lawfully may not be exhibited or displayed so that others, besides their handler, may come in direct physical contact. 
 
Bedford – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article III, Section 49 requires licenses for hybrid canines, wolves or coyotes. 
 
Blacksburg – Ordinance Chapter 5, Article I, Section 106 requires registration of dangerous animals annually. The 
section reads: 	  
No person shall own a dangerous animal in this town unless and until that person first registers the animal with the 
town manager and obtains a permit therefor from the town manager. Every person shall annually, each January, re-
register the dangerous animal with the town manager, and apply for a renewal of the permit therefor.	  

The fee for the initial and each subsequent registration and permit shall be five dollars ($5.00) to defray part of the 
town's cost in administering this program.	  

The registration shall include the name, address, and telephone number of the owner or owners; the kind of 
dangerous animal owned; the location of this animal; the measures utilized to secure the animal on the owner's 
premises; and the measures utilized to maintain the means of restraint and to care for the dangerous animal. The 
adequacy or not of these measures shall be determined by the town manager, using these standards: strength, 
durability, efficacy, and any proven success of such measures. 
 
At the time of the initial registration, and at each subsequent January, the owner shall provide to the town manager a 
certificate of insurance, which shall show that the owner currently maintains liability insurance with respect to the 
dangerous animal and its ownership. The liability insurance shall be obtained through a firm authorized to conduct 
insurance business in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The insurance shall afford the owner protection in the 
amounts of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00 each occurrence and three hundred thousand dollars 
($300,000.00) annual aggregate, against liability for injury, death, or property damage that may be caused in the 
town by the dangerous animal. 
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Nothing in this section shall be deemed to sanction or legitimize the keeping of an animal where this practice 
contravenes the general law of this state or federal law. 
 
Blacksburg has defined a dangerous animal as: Alligator, Ape, Badger, Bear, Birds (predatory), Bobcat, Cheetah, 
Chimpanzee, Cougar, Coyote, Crocodile, Feral member of the cat family, Gibbon, Hyena, Jaguar, Leopard, Lion, 
Lynx, Lizard, with a length of greater than three (3) feet or with a weight of over ten (10) pounds,  Mongoose, 
Monkey, Ocelot, Orangutan, Ostrich, Snake, constrictor, with a length of greater than three (3) feet or with a weight 
of over fifteen (15) pounds, Snake, poisonous, Skunk, Tiger, Warthog, Wildcat, Wolverine. 

Charles City County – Ordinance Chapter 5, Article I, Section 4 -  No person shall suffer or permit any animal 
belonging to him or under his control, and known to be dangerous or reasonably suspected of being dangerous, to go 
at large within the county. If the owner or the person having control, upon notice that such animal is at large, fails to 
take it into custody forthwith, and its running at large creates a danger to the public or to any person or property, the 
animal shall be killed forthwith by order of the animal control officer, when deemed necessary for public safety. 
 
Chesterfield – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article I, Section 3. 
A wild or exotic animal means any (i) live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, 
leopard, panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded mammal, (ii) poisonous snake, (iii) tarantula, (iv) other 
poisonous animal normally found in the wild, or (v) any member of the crocodilian family including, but not limited 
to, alligators, crocodiles, caimans, and gavials. Nonpoisonous snakes, ferrets, rabbits, laboratory rats, gerbils, 
hamsters and other similar small mammals, and other domesticated animals which have been bred in captivity are 
not wild or exotic animals. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild or exotic animal as a pet, for display, or for 
exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee. This prohibition shall not apply to performing animal 
exhibitions, circuses, veterinary clinics, or indoor/outdoor recreational facilities which have proper zoning and 
licenses from the government; provided however, that no person shall exhibit or display any wild or exotic animal in 
a manner so that persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle or come in direct physical contact with them. 
The owner of any exotic or poisonous animal found to be running at large off of the owner's property shall 
reimburse the county for its actual costs incurred, including without limitation the actual cost of the time expended 
by the animal warden, deputy animal warden or other county personnel, in locating and capturing or otherwise 
disposing of the animal. 
Nature centers, refuges or parks owned or operated by the federal, state or local government are exempt from this 
section. 
 
City of Chesapeake – Ordinance Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-49. 
"Wild or exotic animals" shall mean any live monkey (non-human primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, wolf-canine 
hybrid, squirrel, fox, leopard, tiger, lion, panther, ratite, or any other warm blooded animal, poisonous reptile, 
nonpoisonous apodal reptile eight feet or longer in length or nonpoisonous quadrupedal reptile five feet or longer in 
length which can normally be found in the wild state or any other member of the crocodilian family, including but 
not limited to alligators, crocodiles, caimans, and gavials. Ferrets, birds which are normally purchased through a pet 
store (with the exception of ratites), nonpoisonous apodal reptiles less than eight feet in length, nonpoisonous 
quadrupedal reptiles less than five feet in length, domestic rabbits and domestic rodents which have been bred in 
captivity and which have never known the wild shall be excluded from this definition.  It shall be unlawful for any 
person to keep or permit to be kept upon his or her premises within the City limits any wild or exotic animal or any 
poisonous animal as a pet or for exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee, without a permit from the 
Animal Services Unit. This section shall not apply to zoological parks, circuses, performing animal exhibitions, 
veterinary clinics, medical or educational facilities which are properly licensed by the federal government and/or the 
Commonwealth. In no case, however, shall any such wild, exotic, and/or poisonous animal(s) be exhibited, 
displayed, or kept in such a manner as to permit the animal(s) to escape, run at large, or otherwise come in direct 
physical contact with any person unless under the direct care and control of the owner, caretaker, or handler. A 
violation of this subsection shall constitute a Class 2 misdemeanor. In addition to any other penalties, the owner of 
any wild, exotic or poisonous animal found running at large shall pay to the locality a fee equal to the locality's 
actual cost in locating and capturing or otherwise disposing of the animal.  Prior to issuing the permit, the owner is 
subject to an inspection from an animal control officer.  The permit is initially $10 and must be renewed annually at 
a cost of $5.    
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Colonial Beach – Ordinance Chapter 3, Article V, Section 54. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to bring into or keep within the town any dangerous or wild animal. Upon 
conviction, the court shall order the animal from the town or euthanized in accordance with section 3.1-796.119 of 
the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended.	  
For purposes of this section, the term "dangerous animal" shall mean capable of inflicting deadly or serious bodily 
harm on any person; or which has killed or seriously injured a companion animal or has chased, confronted, or 
approached a person in a menacing fashion such as would put a reasonable person in fear of death or serious bodily 
harm. 
For purposes of this section, the term "wild animal" shall mean any raccoon, skunk, wolf, wolf hybrid, squirrel, fox, 
prairie dog, hedgehog, or other similar warm-blooded animal susceptible to rabies. 
This section shall not apply to animals kept or enclosed in the town as part of a duly licensed and lawfully operated 
circus, carnival, zoo or similar business. 
 
Emporia – Ordinance Chapter 10, Article I, Section 2 
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep on his premises any animal known to him individually or by repute to be 
dangerous or vicious, unless suitable precautions are taken to prevent harm therefrom to children, or to unsuspecting 
persons who might lawfully be on the premises, or to persons on adjacent public or private property. 
 
City of Fairfax – Chapter 6, Article V deals with the keeping of wild, exotic or vicious animals. Excerpts below. 
Definitions 
Vicious animal means any animal or animals that constitute a physical threat to human beings or other animals, but 
not including guard dogs. 
Wild or exotic animal means any live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, leopard, 
panther, tiger, lion, lynx or other warm-blooded animal, poisonous snake, constrictor snake in excess of six feet in 
length, tarantula, crocodile or alligator which can normally be found in the wild state or any other member of 
crocodilian, including, but not limited to, alligators, crocodiles, caimans and gavials. Ferrets, rabbits and laboratory 
rats which have been bred in captivity and which have never known the wild and any animal specifically trained to 
assist a handicapped person shall be excluded from this definition. 
Display 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild, exotic or vicious animal for display or for 
exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee. This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological 
parks, performing animals, exhibitions, circuses or veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal 
government or the commonwealth. In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or displayed 
in such a manner that persons other than their handlers come in direct physical contact with such animals. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild, exotic or vicious animal as a pet. 
 
Fairfax County – Ordinance Chapter 41.1, Article 4 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild, exotic or vicious animal, as those terms are defined in Section 
41.1-1-1, for any purposes, except that this prohibition shall not apply to a single certified service animal in a 
household, zoological parks, traveling animal exhibitions, circuses or veterinary clinics that are properly licensed by 
the Federal Government or Commonwealth of Virginia. The wild or exotic animals of such licensed establishments 
shall not be exhibited or displayed in such a manner that persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle, or 
otherwise come in direct physical contact with such animals; however this prohibition shall not apply to the riding of 
elephants by persons other than the elephants' handlers while under the direct supervision of the elephants' handlers 
where such elephants are performing in zoological parks, animal exhibitions or circuses which are properly licensed 
by the Federal Government or the Commonwealth of Virginia and Fairfax County. 
 
Falls Church – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article I, Section 3. 
Prohibition; exception. No person shall keep or permit to be kept on the premises of such person any live wild or 
exotic animal. This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, performing animal exhibitions, 
circuses or veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal government or Commonwealth of Virginia. 
In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or displayed in such a manner that persons other 
than the handler of such animal can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct physical contact with such animals. 
Applicability. The term "wild or exotic animals" means any animal except: Dogs, cats, hamsters, gerbils, guinea 
pigs, ferrets, and birds which are normally purchased through a pet store; Gold fish and aquarium fish; 
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Nonpoisonous snakes, less than eight feet in length; and Domestic rabbits, mice and rats which have been bred in 
captivity and which never have known the wild. 
 
Fauquier County – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article III. Notable excerpts below. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild or exotic animal(s) as a pet or for display or exhibition purposes, 
whether gratuitously or for a fee, without first registering the animal with the animal warden pursuant to section 4-
30 of this article. This section shall not apply to veterinary clinics, itinerant circuses, temporary performing animal 
exhibitions, or educational programs which are properly licensed by the federal government or Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 
The animal warden shall develop and implement a registration system for the keeping, care, and protection of wild 
or exotic animals as defined in section 4-1 of this chapter. The animal warden is authorized to charge a fee of twenty 
dollars ($20.00) per registrant to defray the cost of registration. 
 
Town of Franklin – Ordinance Chapter 5, Article I, Section 4. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to bring into or keep in the city any dangerous animal. 
This section shall not apply to canines or canine cross-breeds or to animals kept or brought in the city in cages or 
other confinement in such manner as to not constitute a danger to the public at large as a part of a circus, carnival or 
zoo that is operated in compliance with applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations. 
If the owner of any animal known or reasonably suspected of being dangerous fails to take it into custody after being 
notified to do so by the animal control officer or any police officer or if the owner of such animal cannot be 
determined or located within a reasonable time, such animal may be killed by the animal control officer or any 
police officer, if it is deemed by such officer necessary for the safety of the public. 
 
Franklin County – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article I, Section 3. 
No person shall suffer or permit any animal belonging to him or under his control, and known to be dangerous or 
reasonably suspected of being dangerous, to go at large within the county. If the owner or such person having 
control, upon notice that such animal is at large, fails to take it into custody forthwith, and its running at large 
creates a danger to the public or to any person or property, the animal shall be killed forthwith by order of the 
sheriff, when deemed necessary for public safety. 
A violation of this section shall constitute a Class 2 misdemeanor. 
 
Gloucester – Ordinance Chapter 3, Article I, Section 8. Excerpts below. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, exhibit, or permit to be kept or exhibited upon any property within the 
county limits, any wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal without a permit from an animal control officer. In 
no case, however, shall any such wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal(s) be exhibited, displayed, or kept in 
such a manner so as to permit said animal(s) to escape, be at large, or to otherwise come in direct physical contact 
with any person unless under the direct care and control of the handler. The provisions of this section shall not apply 
to: 
Institutions accredited by the American Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA). 
Registered nonprofit humane societies. 
Animal control officers or law enforcement officers acting under the authority of this article. 
Veterinary hospitals or clinics. 
Any wildlife rehabilitator licensed by the state. 
Any wildlife sanctuary. 
Any licensed or accredited research or medical institution. 
Any licensed or accredited educational institution. 
Any circus, rodeo or tradeshow. 
A person temporarily transporting an exotic animal through the county if the transit time is not more than ninety-six 
(96) hours and the animal is at all times maintained within a confinement sufficient to prevent the exotic animal 
from escaping. 
 
The owner or custodian of any wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal shall apply to the animal control 
department within ten (10) working days of obtaining an address within the county or in the case of an exhibition, 
ten (10) working days prior to the exhibition, for a permit authorizing the keeping of said animal within the county 
limits. Each applicant for a wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal permit shall, by affidavit and/or supporting 
written documentation, provide the following: 
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Name and street address of each owner(s)/custodian(s), eighteen (18) years of age or older; 
Location of animal(s) storage facility; 
The common and scientific name of the subject animal(s); 
The date of acquisition of each animal; 
The source of acquisition of each animal; 
The sex, age, height and/or length of each animal; 
Any identifying marks or numbers unique to each animal; 
A statement of understanding signed by the owner(s)/custodian(s) concerning human exposures in relation to the 
current state and local laws involving rabies control; 
Verifiable documentation that the animal was brought into the country legally. Proof the animal was purchased from 
a reputable dealer or pet store may constitute sufficient proof. The animal control officer has final authority in 
determining what constitutes sufficient proof; 
A current veterinarian's certificate confirming the animal is disease free; 
The current phone number and street address of owner(s)/custodians(s) and animal(s), if storage location differs 
from residence of owner(s)/custodian(s); 
At least one (1) emergency phone number where owner(s)/custodian(s) can be contacted in case of emergency; 
Proof the owner has a secure pen, cage or enclosure of sufficient size and strength to provide adequate shelter for the 
animal and to reasonably protect the public; and 
Where required by section 29.1-542 of the Code of Virginia, a copy of the special permit from the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries. 
 
The permit shall not be transferable and shall be valid through December 31 of the year of issue and shall be 
renewed by January 31 of each subsequent year. Permits for temporary exhibit shall be valid for the time period 
specified in the permit. One (1) permit per address will be required within the County of Gloucester. On the permit 
shall be listed each animal held within the county limits as identified in subsection (b). The County of Gloucester's 
wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal permit shall be required in addition to any required federal or state 
permits. Information supplied on such permit shall be provided to relevant county departments as notification for 
public health and safety purposes. 
No permit for an exotic animal will be issued by the animal control department unless all required special permits 
from the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries for wolves, coyotes, or birds or animals otherwise 
classified by the commission as predatory or undesirable have been obtained by the owner or custodian of the exotic 
animal. It shall be the responsibility of the owner or custodian of the exotic animal to provide a valid copy of the 
special permit to the animal control department at the time the request for local exotic animal permit is made. 
 
It shall be unlawful to release, or permit to be released, any wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal(s) into the 
wild. 
 
The animal control officer or his designee may reject an application for a wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous 
animal permit, renewal of a permit, or the addition of an animal to an existing permit for any of the following 
reasons: 
Failure to comply with or supply any information required in subsection (b); 
Falsification of any information required in subsection (b); 
Previous or current violations of any provisions of this section; 
Previous or current violations of any local, state, or federal law relating to animals; or 
The history or demonstration of a vicious or dangerous nature of an animal. 
 
The animal control officer, or his designee, may revoke a wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal permit and 
impound the animal(s) for any of the following reasons: 
Failure to comply with the terms of this section; 
Falsification of any information required in subsection (b); or 
Violation of any local, state or federal law applicable to animals. 
The permittee shall post a placard provided by the animal control officer in an area of public view on any premises, 
building or structure where the wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal is kept or housed. Failure to post the 
placard shall be a violation of this section. 
 
Hanover – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article III. Excerpt below. 
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No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild, exotic or vicious animal, unless that person shall 
have previously obtained a permit from the county for such animal, except that persons holding a category I, II, or 
III wildlife rehabilitation permit issued by the state department of game and inland fisheries may possess native wild 
animals for the purpose of rehabilitation pursuant to the conditions of their wildlife rehabilitation permit. 
 
Application for a wild or exotic animal permit or a vicious animal permit, and any amendments thereto, shall be 
made to the chief animal control officer on an application form prescribed by the chief animal control officer. 
The chief animal control officer has the authority to issue or deny permits for wild or exotic animals. A decision by 
the chief animal control officer to deny a permit may be appealed to the board of supervisors. 
The board of supervisors has the authority to issue or deny permits for vicious animals. Prior to deciding whether to 
issue or deny a permit for a vicious animal, the board of supervisors shall advertise and conduct a public hearing. 
For no less than two (2) weeks prior to the public hearing, the applicant for such a permit shall post a sign, provided 
by the chief animal control officer, on the premises where the animal(s) is proposed to be kept, providing notice of 
the application and the time, date and place of the public hearing. In addition, the applicant shall send the same 
information by certified mail to the owners of record of each adjacent property. 
 
No permit shall be approved by the chief animal control officer or the board of supervisors unless the applicant has 
demonstrated in the application: 
That the wild, exotic or vicious animal(s) will be securely enclosed at all times in a manner that is appropriate for 
the character of the animal; 
That the animal(s) will be provided with an appropriate habitat and be properly fed, cared for and handled; 
That the keeping of such animal(s) on the premises is consistent with the nature and character of the neighborhood; 
That the owner has obtained any federal or state permits required for possession of that particular species of 
animal(s); and 
That, for vicious animals, the owner has obtained a surety bond or liability insurance or bond in the amount of fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000.00) which covers incidents or occurrences involving the vicious animal. 
 
The permit shall be nontransferable and subject to such conditions as are deemed necessary to assure the public 
safety and welfare and appropriate care of the animal(s). The permit shall list, by species and quantity, each wild, 
exotic, or vicious animal permitted to be kept on the premises, and shall authorize the applicant to keep only the 
animals identified in the application at the address listed in the application. Any permitted animal that dies or is sold 
or relocated out of the county may be replaced by an animal of the same species. Any additions, as a result of 
breeding of permitted animals or acquisition of additional wild, exotic, or vicious animals, shall require an 
amendment to the permit. No animal may be moved to another location within the county without prior issuance of a 
permit for the new location. 
Applications for vicious animal permits shall be accompanied by a permit application fee of three hundred dollars 
($300.00). 
Upon notice and an opportunity to be heard, any permit shall be subject to revocation by the approving authority for 
any of the following reasons: 
Failure to comply with the terms of this section or the conditions of the permit; 
Falsification of any information on the permit application; or 
Violation of any local, state or federal laws applicable to animals. 
 
It shall be unlawful for the owner of any wild, exotic or vicious animal to allow such wild, exotic or vicious animal 
to run at large in the county. It shall be the duty of the animal control officer or other officer who finds any wild, 
exotic or vicious animal running at large in violation of this section to take such wild, exotic or vicious animal into 
custody. 
 
James City County – Ordinance Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-4.  
It shall be unlawful for any person to bring or keep any wild animals within the county; provided, however, that wild 
animals shall be permitted to be brought into and kept within the county for purposes of exhibit or as a part of a 
permanent animal show when the wild animals are located within a thematic park situated in the county. As used in 
this section, “wild animals” means any animal which by nature or disposition is untamed. Exotic or poisonous 
animals shall not run at large in the county. For purposes of this section, “at large” shall mean roaming, running, or 
self-hunting off the premises of the owner or custodian and not under the immediate control of the owner or his 
agent.  Any exotic or poisonous animal observed or captured while unlawfully running at large shall be disposed of 



13 
	  

in accordance with sections 3-45 through 3-47.  For any exotic or poisonous animal identified as to ownership, if 
such exotic or poisonous animal is captured and confined by the animal control officer or other officer appointed 
under the provisions of this chapter, the owner shall be charged with the county’s actual expenses incurred in 
locating, capturing, and impounding or otherwise disposing of the animal. 
 
King George – Ordinance Chapter 3, Article V. Excerpt below. 
Wild or exotic animals shall mean any live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, 
leopard, panther, tiger, lion, lynx, or any other warm-blooded animal, poisonous snake, tarantula, crocodile or 
alligator which can normally be found in the wild state or any other member of the crocodilian, including but not 
limited to alligators, crocodiles, caimans, and gavials. Ferrets, non-poisonous snakes, rabbits and laboratory rats 
which have been bred in captivity and which never have known the wild shall be excluded from this definition. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his/her premises any wild or exotic animal for display or for exhibition 
purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee. This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, 
performing animal exhibitions, circuses or veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal government 
or Commonwealth of Virginia. In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or displayed in 
such a manner that persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct physical contact 
with such animals. 
No persons shall keep or permit to be kept any wild or exotic animal as a pet. 
 
Leesburg – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article 1 
Section 4-1.1. No persons shall keep or permit to be kept any wild or exotic animal as a pet. 
Section 4-6. It shall be unlawful for any person to display, exhibit, handle or use any poisonous or dangerous snake 
or reptile in such a manner as to endanger the life or health of any person. Any person violating the provisions of 
this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Section 4-7. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any wild, exotic or vicious animal to allow such wild, exotic or 
vicious animal to run at large in the town. It shall be the duty of the animal control officer who finds any wild, exotic 
or vicious animal running at large to take such wild, exotic or vicious animal into custody. 
 
Town of Louisa -  Ordinance Chapter 40, Article II. Excerpted below. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, exhibit, or permit to be kept or exhibited upon any property within the 
Town limits any wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal as defined in Section 40-8 without a permit from the 
Town Manager. In no case, however, shall any such wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal(s) be exhibited, 
displayed, or kept in such a manner so as to permit said animal(s) to escape, be at large, or to otherwise come in 
direct physical contact with any person unless under the direct care and control of the handler.  The provisions of 
this section do not apply to AZA accredited facilities, veterinary hospitals, wildlife sanctuaries, research or medical 
institutions, circuses, or rodeos.  Permits are valid for one year, require a veterinarian’s certificate stating the animal 
is disease free, proof of a secure shelter for the animal, and cost $50 initially.  Any person applying for a wild, 
exotic, venomous, or poisonous animal permit shall provide evidence of surety bond or liability insurance or bond in 
the amount of $50,000 which covers incidences or occurrences involving the wild, exotic, venomous, or poisonous 
animals. 
 
Manassas – Ordinance Chapter 18, Article V. Excerpted below. 
Wild or exotic animal means any animal except a dog, cat, hamster, gerbil, guinea pig, mouse, ferret, turtle, 
nonpoisonous snake less than seven feet in length, nonpoisonous lizards and iguanas less than seven feet in length, 
domesticated rabbit, laboratory rat, bird, fish, horse, mule, cow, swine, sheep or goat. 
Prohibited; exceptions. No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any live wild or exotic animal. 
This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, performing animal exhibitions, circuses or 
veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal government or the Commonwealth. In no case, 
however, shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or displayed in such a manner that persons other than their 
handlers can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct physical contact with such animals. 
Endangered or threatened animals. No person shall keep any endangered or threatened animal, live or dead, or any 
part thereof, except pursuant to an exemption or permit provided for in 16 USC ch. 35, or in regulations under that 
chapter. 
Disposition of illegal animals. Any person who keeps a wild or exotic animal in contravention of this article shall 
dispose of the animal by removal of the animal from the city, by giving or selling the animal to a zoological park or 
by releasing the animal to the animal control officer. The animal control officer is authorized to release the animal to 
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the wild, to a zoological park or to a responsible adult who shall remove the animal from the city or dispose of the 
animal in some humane manner. The animal control officer is not authorized to release the animal to any person 
who intends to use the animal for research purposes. 
 
Manassas Park – Ordinance Chapter 5, Article VI. Excerpted below. 
Wild or exotic animal shall mean any live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, wolf hybrid, squirrel, 
fox, leopard, panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded animal, poisonous snake or tarantula which can 
normally be found in the wild state or any other member of crocodilian, including but not limited to alligators, 
crocodiles, caimans, and gavials. Ferrets, nonpoisonous snakes less than six (6) feet in length, rabbits and laboratory 
rats which have been bred in captivity and which never have known the wild shall be excluded from this definition. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild or exotic or vicious animal for display for 
exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee. This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological 
parks, performing animal exhibitions, circuses or veterinary clinics that are properly licensed by the federal 
government or Commonwealth of Virginia. In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animal be exhibited or 
displayed in such a manner that persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct 
physical contact with such animals. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild or exotic animal, or non-poisonous snakes six (6) feet or longer 
in length as a pet. 
 
City of Norfolk – Ordinance Chapter 6.1, Article I, Section 10. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or exhibit or permit to be kept or exhibited upon any property within the 
city limits any wild, exotic, and/or poisonous animal without a permit from the animal control officer. In no case, 
however, shall any such wild, exotic, and/or poisonous animal(s) be exhibited, displayed, or kept in such a manner 
so as to permit said animal(s) to escape, be at large, or to otherwise come in direct physical contact with any person 
unless under the direct care and control of the handler. 
 
The owner or custodian of any wild, exotic and/or poisonous animal shall apply to the animal control officer within 
ten (10) working days of acquisition of said animal, within ten (10) working days of becoming a new resident of 
Norfolk, within ten (10) working days of changing address within the city, or in the case of an exhibition (10) 
working days prior to the exhibition, for a permit authorizing the keeping of said animal within the city limits. Each 
applicant for a wild, exotic or poisonous animal permit shall by affidavit provide the following: 
Name and street address of each owner(s)/custodian(s); 
Location of animal(s) storage facility; 
The common and scientific name of the subject animal(s); 
The date of acquisition of each animal; 
The source of acquisition of each animal; 
The sex, age, height and/or length of each animal; 
Any identifying marks or numbers unique to each animal; 
A statement of understanding signed by the owner(s)/custodian(s) concerning human exposures in relation to the 
current state and local laws involving rabies control; 
The current phone number and street address of owner(s)/custodian(s) and animal(s), if storage location differs from 
residence of owner(s)/custodian(s). 
At least one emergency phone number where owner(s)/custodian(s) can be contacted in case of emergency. 
 
The permit shall not be transferable and shall be valid through December 31 of the year of issue and shall be 
renewed by January 31 of each subsequent year. Permits for temporary exhibit shall be valid for the time period 
specified in the permit. One permit per address will be required within the Norfolk City limits. On the permit shall 
be listed each animal held within the city limits as identified in subsection (b). The City of Norfolk's wild, exotic 
and/or poisonous animal permit shall be required in addition to any required federal or state permits. Information 
supplied on such permit shall be provided to relevant city departments as notification for public health and safety 
purposes. 
It shall be unlawful to release any wild, exotic, and/or poisonous animal(s) into the wild. 
The initial fee to cover the cost of the permit administration shall be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per address. A 
charge of fifteen dollars ($15.00) will be collected for annual permit renewal, the adding of additional animals to an 
existing permit, or the duplication of an existing permit. 
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It shall be unlawful for any person to furnish false information for the purpose of obtaining a permit pursuant to 
subsection (b). Any permit obtained under fraudulent pretenses shall be null and void with any animals named 
thereon subject to impoundment by the animal control officer pending a determination by a court of competent 
jurisdiction as to the appropriate disposition of said animal(s). 
Any person applying for a wild, exotic or poisonous animal permit shall provide evidence of surety bond or liability 
insurance in the amount of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) which covers incidences or occurrences involving the 
wild, exotic or poisonous animals. 
 
The animal control officer or his designee may reject an application for a wild, exotic or poisonous animal permit, 
renewal of a permit, or the addition of an animal to an existing permit for any of the following reasons: 
Failure to comply with or supply any information required in subsection (b); or 
Falsification of any information required in subsection (b); or 
Previous or current violations of any provisions of this section; or 
Previous or current violations of any local, state, or federal law relating to animals; or 
The history or demonstration of a vicious or dangerous nature of an animal. 
Any person whose application is rejected pursuant to this subsection may appeal this decision to the animal welfare 
board of review as set forth in article VII. 
The animal control officer or his designee may revoke a wild, exotic or poisonous animal permit and impound the 
animals for any of the following reasons: 
Failure to comply with the terms of this section; or 
Falsification of any information required in subsection (b); or 
Violation of any local, state or federal law applicable to animals. 
Any person whose permit is revoked pursuant to this subsection may appeal this decision to the animal welfare 
board of review as set forth in article VII. 
 
The permittee shall post a placard provided by the animal control officer in an area of public view on any premises, 
building or structure where the wild, exotic or poisonous animal is kept or housed. Failure to post the placard shall 
be a violation of this section. 
 
Petersburg – Ordinance Chapter 18, Article I, Section 6. Excerpted below. 
Wild animal means any raccoon, skunk, fox, poisonous snake, leopard, panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-
blooded animal which can normally be found in the wild state. 
Zoological park means any facility, other than a pet shop or kennel, displaying or exhibiting one or more species of 
non-domesticated animals operated by a person, partnership, corporation or government agency. 
 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild animal, for display or for exhibition purposes, 
whether gratuitously or for a fee. This subsection shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, performing 
animal exhibitions or circuses. 
 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild animal as a pet. If a person was keeping an adult 
wild animal prior to October 21, 1975, having raised it from infancy, this subsection shall not apply to that person 
and that animal; provided, however, that such person and animal shall be subject to the provisions of article V of this 
chapter. 
 
The animal control officer may issue a temporary permit for the keeping, care and protection of an infant wild 
animal, which is native to this area and which has been deemed to be homeless. The animal control officer shall 
have the power to release or order the release of any infant animal so kept, when such animal is deemed capable of 
survival. 
 
No person shall keep within the limits of the city any animal which is known to be vicious or which has evidenced a 
disposition to attack human beings or other animals without provocation. Upon the report of an unprovoked attack 
by an animal upon a human being or other animal, or where the animal control officer has a reasonable belief that an 
animal is vicious, the animal control officer may forthwith take up and impound such animal. Any animal 
impounded under this subsection shall be kept at the animal shelter or other place as designated by the animal 
control officer pending a determination by a court of competent jurisdiction regarding the animal's return to the 
owner. Such hearing is to be conducted after serving notice to the owner by delivering a copy thereof in writing to 
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the owner in person pursuant to Code of Virginia, § 8.01-296(1); or by delivering a copy of such notice by any 
method of substituted service as designated by Code of Virginia, § 8.01-296(2)(a), (b) and (c), or if service cannot 
be effected as heretofore outlined in this section, then by order of publication in appropriate cases under the 
provisions of Code of Virginia, §§ 8.01-316—8.01-320. The factors to be considered by the court in any prosecution 
under this subsection shall include, but not be limited to the following: 
The nature of the attack. 
The severity of the injuries. 
The safety of the citizens of the city. 
 
The history of the animal and its owner as it reasonably relates to the vicious propensities of the animal. 
Any person owning or harboring any vicious animal or an animal alleged to be vicious shall be summoned before 
the general district court of this city to show cause why such animal should not be disposed of, and upon proof that 
the animal is vicious, it shall be disposed of as such court shall order. 
In addition to the disposition enumerated in this subsection, all costs related to the impoundment, care and shelter 
for the subject animal shall be borne by the owner or any person having in his possession or under his control such 
animal. 
No animal shall be declared vicious if the threat, injury or damage was sustained by a person, who, at the time, was 
committing a willful trespass or other tort upon the premises occupied by the owner or keeper of the animal or was 
teasing, tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal or has, in the past, been observed or reported to have teased, 
tormented, abused or assaulted the animal or was committing or attempting to commit a crime. No animal shall be 
declared vicious or dangerous if it attacks other animals which are trespassing on the premises occupied by the 
owner or keeper of the animal. 
 
No person shall refuse to turn over to the animal control officer any animal that the animal control officer has reason 
to believe is vicious, or shall sell, remove, destroy, or secrete an animal with the intent to defeat impoundment of 
such animal. 
 
A violation of any provision of this section shall constitute a class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
Portsmouth – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article I, Section 11. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep within this city an elephant, bear, leopard, lion, tiger, panther, bobcat, 
wolf, raccoon, skunk, fox, opossum or any dangerous or carnivorous wild animal, or dangerous or poisonous reptiles 
or serpents. A "wild animal" is defined as one that is incapable of being completely domesticated and requires the 
exercise of art, force or skill to keep it in subjection. 
 
Prince William – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article VI. Excerpted below. 
Wild or exotic animal shall mean any live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, leopard, 
panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded animal, poisonous snake or tarantula which can normally be 
found in the wild state or any other member of crocodilian, including but not limited to alligators, crocodiles, 
caimans, and gavials. Ferrets, nonpoisonous snakes, rabbits and laboratory rats which have been bred in captivity 
and which never have known the wild shall be excluded from this definition. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild or exotic or vicious animal for display or for 
exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee. This section shall not be constructed to apply to zoological 
parks, performing animal exhibitions, circuses or veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal 
government or Commonwealth of Virginia. In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or 
displayed in such a manner that persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct 
physical contact with such animals. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild, exotic or vicious animal as a pet. 
 
Purcellville – Ordinance Chapter 10, Article I, Section 5. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to display, exhibit, handle or use any poisonous or dangerous snake or reptile in 
such a manner as to endanger the life or health of any person. Any person violating the provisions of this section 
shall be guilty of a class 4 misdemeanor. 
 
Salem – Ordinance Chapter 14, Article VII. Excerpted below. 
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Wild or exotic animal shall mean any live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, leopard, 
panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded animal, poisonous snake or tarantula which can normally be 
found in the wild state or any other member of crocodilian, including, but not limited to, alligators, crocodiles, 
caimans, and gavials. Ferrets, guinea pigs, nonpoisonous snakes, rabbits, and laboratory rats which have been bred 
in captivity and which have never known the wild shall be excluded from this definition. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild, exotic or vicious animal or display or for 
exhibition purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee. This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological 
parks, performing animal exhibitions, circuses, or veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal 
government or commonwealth of Virginia. In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or 
displayed in such a manner that persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct 
physical contact with such animals. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild, exotic, or vicious animal as a pet. 
 
Smithfield – Ordinance Chapter 18, Article IV. 
Prohibited; exceptions. No person shall keep or permit or to be kept on his premises any live wild or exotic animal. 
This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, performing animal exhibitions, circuses or 
veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal government or the commonwealth. In no case, however, 
shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or displayed in such a manner that persons other than their handlers 
can pet, fondle or otherwise come in a direct physical contact with such animals. 
Endangered or threatened animals. No person shall keep any endangered or threatened animal, live or dead, or any 
part thereof, except pursuant to an exemption or permit provided for in 16 USC 35, or in regulation under that 
chapter. 
Disposition of illegal animals. Any person who keeps a wild or exotic animal in contravention of this article shall 
dispose of the animal by removal of the animal from the town by giving or selling the animal to a zoological park or 
by releasing the animal to the wild animal control officer. The animal control officer is authorized to release the 
animal to the wild, to a zoological park or to a responsible adult who shall remove the animal from the town or 
dispose of the animal in some humane manner. The animal control officer is not authorized to release the animal to 
any person who intends to use the animal for research purposes. 
 
South Hill – Ordinance Chapter 18, Article I, Section 3. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or raise in the town certain animals generally not considered domestic or 
household pets, including, but not limited to, alpacas, chickens, cows, emus, goats, hogs, horses, pigs, ponies, sheep, 
or any other creature that may reasonably be considered a farm animal or livestock. 
Further, it shall be unlawful for any person to keep or raise in the town exotic animals or animals that typically live 
in the wild, including, but not limited to, alligators, apes, bears, chimpanzees, foxes, lions, monkeys, raccoons, 
reptiles, snakes, squirrels, tigers, wolves or any other creature that is generally not considered a domestic pet. 
 
Spotsylvania – Ordinance Chapter 4, Article VI. Excerpted below. 
Wild or exotic animal means any live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, leopard, 
panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded animal, poisonous snake or tarantula which can normally be 
found in the wild state or any other member of crocodilian, including but not limited to alligators, crocodiles, 
caimans and gavials. Ferrets, nonpoisonous snakes, rabbits and laboratory rats which have been bred in captivity and 
which never have known the wild shall be excluded [from] this definition. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild or exotic animal for display or for exhibition 
purposes, whether gratuitously or for a fee. This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, 
performing animal exhibitions, circuses or veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal government 
or Commonwealth of Virginia. In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or displayed in 
such a manner that persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct physical contact 
with such animals. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild or exotic animal as a pet. 
 
Stafford – Ordinance Chapter 5, Article VI. Excerpted below. 
Wild or exotic animal shall mean any live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, leopard, 
panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded animal, venomous reptile, amphibian, or invertebrate which can 
normally be found in the wild state, or any other member of crocodilian, including but not limited to alligators, 
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crocodiles, caimans, and gavials. Ferrets, nonvenomous reptiles, rabbits and laboratory rats which have been bred in 
captivity and which never have known the wild shall be excluded from this definition. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild or exotic animal for display or for exhibition 
purposes, or for the purpose to sell, offer to be sold or any other exchange, whether gratuitously or for a fee. This 
section shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, performing animal exhibitions, circuses, a licensed 
rehabilitator, or veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal government or Commonwealth of 
Virginia. In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animal be exhibited or displayed in such a manner that 
persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct physical contact or in any way be "at 
large" with such animals. 
It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of any animal (as defined in section 5-74) or nonvenomous reptile to 
permit said animal or nonvenomous reptile to run at large in the county at any time. Any owner or custodian who 
permits his animal or nonvenomous reptile to run at large shall, in addition to any penalty provided under this 
article, be liable for the expenses to cover the costs incurred by the county in locating and capturing, or otherwise 
disposing of, the animal or nonvenomous reptile. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild or exotic animal as a pet. 
Any person who keeps a wild or exotic animal in contravention of this article may dispose of the animal by removal 
of the animal from the county, by giving or selling the animal to a zoological park, or by releasing the animal to the 
animal control officer. The animal control officer is authorized to release the animal to the wild, to a zoological 
park, to a responsible adult, or euthanize the animal, if the circumstances warrant. 
This article shall be effective immediately; provided that any person currently keeping any wild or exotic animals in 
the county shall dispose of same within five (5) years of the date of adoption of this article; and provided further, 
that such a wild animal shall be registered with the animal control officer within sixty (60) days from the date of 
adoption of this article. 
 
City of Staunton – Ordinance Title 6, Chapter 6.15. Excerpted below. 
“Wild or exotic animal” shall mean any live monkey (nonhuman primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, 
leopard, panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded animal, poisonous snake or tarantula which can 
normally be found in the wild state or any other member of crocodilian, including, but not limited to, alligators, 
crocodiles, caimans, and gavials. Ferrets, guinea pigs, nonpoisonous snakes, rabbits, and laboratory rats which have 
been bred in captivity and which have never known the wild shall be excluded from this definition.  No person shall 
keep or permit to be kept on his premises any wild, exotic or vicious animal for display or for exhibition purposes, 
whether gratuitously or for a fee. This section shall not be construed to apply to zoological parks, performing animal 
exhibitions, circuses, or veterinary clinics which are properly licensed by the federal government or commonwealth 
of Virginia. In no case, however, shall such wild or exotic animals be exhibited or displayed in such a manner that 
persons other than their handlers can pet, fondle or otherwise come in direct physical contact with such animals.  No 
person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild, exotic, or vicious animal as a pet. 
 
Warrenton – Ordinance Chapter 3, Article II. Excerpted below. 
Wild or exotic animal shall mean any live monkey (non-human primate), raccoon, skunk, wolf, squirrel, fox, 
leopard, panther, tiger, lion, lynx or any other warm-blooded animal, poisonous snake, constricting snake greater 
than three (3) feet in length, or tarantula which can normally be found in the wild state or any other member of 
crocodilian, including but not limited to alligators, crocodiles, caymans, and gavials. Ferrets, rabbits, and laboratory 
rats which have been bred in captivity and which have never known the wild shall be excluded from the definition. 
No person shall keep or permit to be kept any wild or exotic animal(s) as a pet or for display or exhibition purposes, 
whether gratuitously or for a fee, without first registering the animal with the animal warden pursuant to section 3-
17 of this article. This section shall not apply to veterinary clinics, itinerant circuses, temporary performing animal 
exhibitions, or educational programs which are properly licensed by the Federal Government or Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 
 


